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WRITING

Directions Now you will write a paper in response to a writing prompt. First, read the
prompt in the box below.

Then use the separate paper your teacher has given you for your prewriting
activity (such as brainstorming, listing, freewriting, clustering, mapping,
or drawing).

After you finish your prewriting activity, write your first draft on the
separate paper your teacher has given you. Look back at your prewriting
activity for ideas.

Writing Prompt

“Mary Is Always Right” is about trading. Write a story about two people
who make a trade.

Go On »
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Score Point 4+

> Has an effective beginning, middle, and end.

> Contains a clear controlling idea.

> Clearly addresses the topic and provides specific and
relevant details/examples ("he talked rather fast,”
description of Jimmy's appearance).

> Contains words that are specific, accurate, and suited
to the topic.

> Consistently uses complete sentences.

> Clearly shows an awareness of audience and purpose.

> Contains few errors in grammar/usage, punctuation,
capitalization, and/or spelling.
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Score Point 4

> Has an effective beginning, middle, and end.

> Contains a clear controlling idea.

> Clearly addresses the topic and provides specific and
relevant details/examples (cake recipe, number of
coins/eggs, old man with cane).

> Contains words that are specific, accurate, and suited
to the topic ("she darted back across to the market”).

> Consistently uses complete sentences.

> Clearly shows an awareness of audience and purpose.

> Contains few errors in grammar/usage, punctuation,
capitalization, and/or spelling.
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Score Point 4-

> Has a beginning, middle, and an end.

> Contains a clear controlling idea.

> Clearly addresses the topic and provides specific and
relevant details/examples ("you could see it all the
way to China," "the queen became richer and richer
that she bought 100,000,000 gardens™).

> Contains words that are specific, accurate, and suited
to the topic ("lovely,” "deleshesh").

> Consistently uses complete sentences. Writing flows.

> Clearly shows an awareness of audience and purpose.

> Contains few errors in grammar/usage, punctuation,
capitalization, and/or spelling.
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Score Point 3+

> Has a beginning, a middle, and an end.

> Contains a controlling idea.

> Addresses the topic and uses relevant details/examples
(kinds of animals, numbers are written out, "he quickly
went to the spot where he asked the man to come back").

> Contains some words that are specific, accurate, and
suited to the topic.

> Generally uses complete sentences.

> Shows an awareness of audience and purpose.

> May contain errors in grammar/usage, punctuation,
capitalization, and/or spelling that are not significantly
distracting to the reader.
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Score Point 3

> Has a beginning, a middle, and an end.

> Contains a controlling idea.

> Addresses the topic and uses relevant details/examples ("I
wanted a gameboy and Scott said he wanted a cd player").

> Contains some words that are specific, accurate, and suited
to the topic.

> Generally uses complete sentences.

> Shows an awareness of audience and purpose.

> May contain errors in grammar/usage, punctuation,
capitalization, and/or spelling that are not significantly
distracting to the reader.
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Score Point 3-

> Has a beginning, a middle, and an end.

> Contains a controlling idea.

> Addresses the topic and uses relevant details/examples
("she was selling toys and clothes").

> Contains some words that are specific, accurate, and
suited to the topic.

> Generally uses complete sentences.

> Shows an awareness of audience and purpose.

> May contain errors in grammar/usage, punctuation,
capitalization, and/or spelling that are not significantly
distracting to the reader.
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Score Point 2+

> Has evidence of a beginning, a middle, and an end.

> Contains a general sense of direction, but may lack focus
(directions of game rather than focusing on trade).

> Generally addresses the topic with some details.

> Shows some awareness of audience and purpose.

> Contains some errors in grammar/usage, punctuation
capitalization, and/or spelling
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Score Point 2

> Has evidence of a beginning, a middle, and an end.

> Contains a general sense of direction, but lacks focus.

> Generally addresses the topic, but reads as a list with little
development.

> Uses words that tend to be repetitive, imprecise, and ordinary.

> Contains some incomplete sentences that may be distracting
to the reader ("And sometimes rocks. Even pictures.")

> Shows some awareness of audience and purpose.

> Contains some errors in grammar/usage, punctuation,
capitalization,and/or spelling.
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Score Point 2-

> Has evidence of a beginning, a middle, and an end.

> Contains a general sense of direction, but may lack
focus.

> Generally addresses the topic, but reads as a brief
list with little development.

> Uses words that tend to be repetitive, imprecise,
and ordinary ("trading™).

> Shows some awareness of audience and purpose.

> Contains some errors in grammar/usage,
punctuation, capitalization, and/or spelling.
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Score Point 1+

> Lacks evidence of a beginning, middle and/or an end.

> Is difficult to follow and/or lacks focus.

> Attempts to address topic, but lacks development.

> Shows little or no awareness of audience and purpose.

> Contains some errors in grammar/usage, punctuation,
capitalization and/or spelling.
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Score Point 1

> Lacks evidence of a beginning, middle and/or an end.
> Is difficult to follow and/or lacks focus.

> Attempts to address topic, but lacks development.

> Shows little or no awareness of audience and purpose.

> Includes incomplete sentences that are distracting to
the reader.

> Contains repeated errors in grammar/usage,
punctuation, capitalization and/or spelhng that are
distracting to the reader.
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Score Point 1-

> Lacks evidence of a beginning, middle and/or an end.

> Is difficult to follow and/or lacks focus.

> Attempts to address topic, but lacks development

> Shows little or no awareness of audience and purpose.

> Includes incomplete sentences that are distracting to
the reader.

> Contains repeated errors in grammar/usage,
punctuation, capitalization and/or spelling that are
distracting to the reader.
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